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1 . This international preliminaiy report on patentability (Chapter I) is issued by the International Bureau on behalf of the 
International Searching Authority under Rule 44 bis. I (a). 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 5 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

In the attached sheets, any reference to the written opinion of the International Searching Authority should be read as a reference 
to the international preliminary report on patentability (Chapter I) instead. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



Box No. I Basis of the report 



□ 


Box No. n 


Priority 




Box No. m 


Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability 


□ 


Box No. IV 


Lack of unity of invention 


□ 


Box No. V 


Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 


□ 


Box No. VI 


Certain documents cited 


□ 


Box No. Vn 


Certain defects in the international application 


□ 


Box No. Vm 


Certain observations on the international application 



4. The International Bureau will communicate this report to designated Offices in accordance with Rules 44^ij'.3(c) and 93bis.l but 
not, except where the applicant makes an express request under Article 23(2), before the expiration of 30 months from the priority 

date (Rule 44bis .2). 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 

(PCT Rule 43/?/s.1) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
see form PCTyiSA/220 



Date of mailing 

(day/fnonth/^ear) see form PCT/ISAfi1 0 (second sheet) 



FOR FURTHER ACTION 

See paragraph 2 below 
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International Patent Classification (IPC) or both national classification and IPC 

G06F17«0 
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Priority date (dayAnonth/year) 
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Applicant 
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1 . This opinion contains Indications relating to the following items: 



ISI 


Box No. 1 


□ 


Box No. II 


IE) 


Box No. Ill 


□ 


Box No. IV 


□ 


Box No. V 


□ 


Box No. VI 


□ 


Box No. VII 


□ 


Box No. VIII 



Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of Invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 43bisA (a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or Industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 
Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 

2. FURTHER ACTION 

will not be so considered, 

whichever expires later. 

For further options, see Form PCT/ISAi220. 

3. For further details, see notes to Form PCT/lSA/220. 



Name and mailing address of the ISA: 



European Patent Office - P.B. 5818 Patentlaan 2 
NL-2280 HV Rljswljk - Pays Bas 
Tel. +31 70 340 - 2040 Tx: 31 651 epo nl 
Fax: +31 70 340 - 3016 



Authorized Officer 
Marcu, A 

Telephone No. +31 70 340-4536 



js^' 

(J) 
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International application No. 
PCT/GB2005/000586 



Box No. I Basis of the opinion 



1 With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in 
' the language in which it was filed, unless othenft^ise indicated under this item. 

□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following 
language . which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search 
(under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)). 

2 With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed t^e inte^^^^^^^^ application and 
necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of. 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

D In written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filing^umishing: 

□ contained in the intemational application as filed. 

□ filed together with the intemational application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

nn . 5„ r.ooo thnt morft than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table relating thereto 

° LafbSiiLd^^^ 

c5i2 is identical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as 
appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: 



Form PCT/ISA/237 (Januaiy 2004) 



Box No. Ill Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability 



The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non 
obvious), or to be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of. 

El the entire International application, 

B claims Nos. 1-27 

because: 

□ the said international application, or the said claims Nos. relate to the following subject nnatter which 
does not require an international preliminary examination (specify): 

□ the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. are so 
unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 

□ the claims, or said claims Nos. are so Inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion 
could be formed. 

H no intemational search report has been established for the whole application or for sard claims Nos. 

□ the nucleotide and^br amino acid sequence listing does not comply with the standard provided for in Annex 
C of the Administrative Instructions in that: 

the written fomi □ has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 
the computer readable fonm □ has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 

n fh« *«hiP«5 related to the nucleotide andybr amino acid sequence listing, if in computer readable form only, do 
° not corlS^^^^ P^o^'-d^^ A""^^ ^-'^'^ Adm.nistrat.ve lnstmct.ons. 

El See separate sheet for further details 



Form PCT/ISA/237 (January 2004) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE International application No. 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING 

AUTHORITY (SEPARATE SHEET) PCT/GB2005/000586 

Re Item III. 



The claims 1-27 relate to subject matter for which no search is required according to Rule 
39 PCT. Given that the claims are fomnulated in terms of such subject matter or merely 
specify commonplace features relating to its technological implementation, the search 
examiner could not establish any technical problem which might potentially have required 
an inventive step to overcome. Hence it was not possible to carry out a meaningful search 
into the state of the art (Art. 17(2)(a)(i) and (ii) PCT; see Guidelines Part B Chapter VIII. 1- 
3). 



Form PCT/ISA/237 (Separate Sheet) (Sheet 1) (EPO-January 2004) 



PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 



From the 



To: 
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Date of mailing 
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see form PCT/ISA/220 
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See paragraph 2 below 


intemailonal application No. mtematlonat filing date «iay^onmem rnonry u«.« cc^^^^ 
PCTyGB2005/D00586 1 8.02.2005 08.03.2004 


Intemailonal Patent ClasslflcaUon (IPC) or both national classification and IPC 
G06F17yBQ 


Applicant 

BRITISH TELECX5MMUNICATIONS PUBLIC LIMITED COMPANY 



1 . This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 





Box No. 1 


□ 


Box No. II 




Box No. Ill 


□ 


Box No. IV 


□ 


Box No. V 


□ 


Box No. VI 


□ 


Box No. VII 


□ 


Box No. VIII 



Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of Invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 43d/s.1 (a)(i) with regard to novelty. Inventive step or Industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 
Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the intemational application 
Certain observations on the international application 

2. FURTHER ACTION 

will not be so considered. 

whichever expires later. 

For further options, see Form PCT/ISA>220. 

3. For further details, see notes to Form PCT/ISA/220. 



Name and mailing address of the ISA: 


Authorized Officer 




i8\ European Patent Office - P.B. 5818 Patentlaan 2 
•Bfltf NL-2280 HV Rljswljk - Pays Bas 

Tel. +31 70 340 - 2040 Tx: 31 651 epo nl 

Fax: +31 70 340-3016 


Marcu, A 

Telephone No. +31 70 340-4536 


'0) 



Form (PCT/ISAC37) (Cover Sheet) (Januaiy 2004) 



International application No. 
PCT/GB2005/D00586 



Box No. 1 Basis of the opinion 



1 With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on tiie basis of the international application in 
' the language in which it was filed, unless othenA/ise indicated under this item. 

n This oDinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following 
Siguage , which the language of a translation fumished for the purposes of international search 
(under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)). 

2 With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence ^ij^s^^i"^^^^^^ application and 
necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of. 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ fumished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

« rn . ^A'*i^r. ir, tho n«QP that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table relating thereto 
^' ° h".fbt en fil^d^S^ TherS^ed^^^ that the information in the subsequent or additional 

55iL!s iSenlical t^^^^^ the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as 

appropriate, were fumished. 

4. Additional comments: 
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International application No. 
PCT/GB2005/D00586 



Box No. Ill Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability . ■ 

The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non 
obvious), or to be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

B the entire international application, 

S claims Nos. 1-27 

because: 

□ the said international application, or the said claims Nos. relate to the following subject matter which 
does not require an international preliminary examination (specify}: 

□ the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elerpents below) or said claims Nos. are so 
unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 

a the claims, or said claims Nos. are so inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion 
could be formed. 

ISI no international search report has been established for the whole application or for said claims Nos. 

□ the nucleotide and/br amino acid sequence listing does not comply with the standard provided for in Annex 
C of the Administrative Instructions in that: 

the written form □ has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 
the computer readable form □ has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 

n the tables related to the nucleotide andA)r amino acid sequence listing, if jn computer fadable form only, do 
Srt cTrnply Sttie techrt^ requirements provided for in Annex C-bis of the Administrative Instructions. 

S See separate sheet for further details 



Form PCTilSA/237 (January 2004) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE International application No. 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING 

AUTHORITY (SEPARATE SHEET) PCT/GB2005/000586 

Re Item III. 



The claims 1-27 relate to subject matter for whicli no search is required according to Rule 
39 PCT. Given that the claims are fonmulated in terms of such subject matter or merely 
specify commonplace features relating to its technological implementation, the search 
examiner could not establish any technical problem which might potentially have required 
an inventive step to overcome. Hence it was not possible to carry out a meaningful search 
into the state of the art (Art. 17(2)(a)(i) and (ii) PCT; see Guidelines Part B Chapter VIII, 1- 
3). 
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